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Acronyms:Date
January 27th

January 28th

January 28th

January 29th

January 29th

January 29th

January 30th

January 30th

Time
1:00 PM

15:00 às 18:00

18h30 as 21h00

11:30- 13:30

14:30-16:30

16:30-18:30

12hpm-15hpm

15.30pm-18.30pm

15h00 to 18h30

15:00-18:00

8:30 - 11: 30 

15:30- 18:30

Location
Assemble in the 
Praca da Republica

Tenda Multiuso 
I- UFRA

UFPA Profissional, 
Tribunal 
do Júri 

Predio Central – 
Bloc B, Sala Verde

UFPA Profissional- 
Rm: Fp 07

UFPA Básico- Fb F4

UFRA- MV 001

Tenda do Povos 
Indigenas

Organizers
Amazon Watch

Amazon Alliance

Amazon Watch

Amazon Watch, 
American Jewish 
World Service, Bank 
Information 
Center(BIC)-
BICECA, Center for
International 
Environmental Law 
(CIEL)

Amazon Alliance

International Forum 
on Globalization 
(IFG)

Amazon Alliance

Amazon Alliance

Event Name 

A Message from the Mouth of 
the  Amazon" Human Banner 
Action 
 

State of the Amazon: Part I  

State of the Amazon: Part II 
Media Briefing 

The Brazilian Amazon: Now 
and Forever?  

Indigenous Rights in Action 

 

Action for the Amazon: 
Building the Amazon Forum 

Many Streams Moving as One 
River 

Partners
Spectral Q, Amazon Watch, 
Rainforest Action Network in 
Association with COIAB and 
the Amazon Alliance

Amazon Alliance Steering 
Council: Amazon Watch, 
AIDESEP, APA, BIC, CIDOB, 
COIAB, COICA, CONFE-
NIAE, FOAG, FPP, Frente de 
Defensa de la Amazonia, 
Fundacion Gaia, Fundacion 
Pachamama, GTA, OIS, 
OPIAC, ORPIA, Oxfam 
America, Seventh Genera-
tion Fund

AIDESEP, Amazon Alliance, 
Amazon Watch, AJWS, 
Amigos da Terra-Brasil, 
BIC-BICECA, CAOI, 
CEADESC, CIEL, COICA , 
Derecho Ambiente y 
Recursos Naturales, ONIC , 
RAN

Amazon Alliance Brazilian 
member organizations

Amazon Alliance, Amazon 
Watch, Tebtebba

Amazon Alliance  Steering 
Council members and allies

Amazon Alliance  Steering 
Council members

Event Description
A coalition of indigenous leaders and environmental and human rights organizations from dozens of countries will 
gather on the opening day of World Social Forum to send a message to the world calling for urgent action to 
protect the Amazon as it approaches its tipping point.  Participants will form a human banner near the banks of the 
Amazon River to spell out the key messages "SOS AMAZONIA" and "AMA AMAZONIA" to be photographed from 
the air and transmitted worldwide, creating a powerful message for the local, regional and international media. This 
"Message from the Mouth of the Amazon" will call attention to the plight of Amazon's forests and indigenous 
peoples facing mounting ecological and social crisis and the urgent need to take action to guarantee their survival.

This panel will present the overarching threats, opportunities and priorities of the Amazon Indigenous Movement. 
Representatives of Amazon Alliance member organizations—including leaders from indigenous federations and 
allied NGOs from all nine Amazonian countries—will highlight the key issues that they are confronting at the local, 
regional and international levels.  This is part one of a two-part event; the second part (State of the Amazon: Part 
II- Media Briefing) will enable members of the press and other participants to directly engage panelists in dialogue 
and interviews.

This press conference/workshop is planned in conjunction with the Amazon Alliance and will follow up the Part I 
discussion of overarching threats, opportunities and priorities of the Amazon Indigenous Movement. In this briefing 
indigenous leaders and environmental and human rights organizations from nine Amazon countries will describe 
critical campaigns underway in their respective regions. After the briefing, the media will have an opportunity to 
conduct one on one interviews with members of the delegation. We felt it was important to provide a specific space 
and format for a media-themed event to help get the word out about the critical issues discussed in the State of the 
Amazon Part I segment. 

This two part seminar will provide an overview of IIRSA, UNASUR and other regional integration initiatives, review the 
trends in financing for IIRSA mega- projects and the implications for civil society advocacy. An informational session on 
Day 1 (1/28) will present case studies of the most controversial projects, discuss trends in project finance and integration 
planning as well as present lessons learned from a variety of advocacy campaigns.  Day 2 (1/29 will focus on strategy 
and skill sharing, specifically to discuss and develop recommendations on strategies and tools to tackle the lack of 
adequate planning, safeguards, impact assessment and mitigation for IIRSA mega-projects.  We will discuss the role of 
States, financial institutions --the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), 
and the Brazilian Development Bank (BNDES)-- and industry sectors in backing IIRSA.  This two part seminar aims to 
exchange experiences and skills in how to campaign to challenge mega projects including the critical process for 
formulating counter proposals for the alternative vision of integration that we seek.   Civil society has long been excluded 
from the IIRSA process.  The debate over regional integration is reduced to how to colonize the region’s natural 
resources with the least public interference.   Beyond a diagnosis of what is wrong with the IIRSA model, concrete policy 
and project proposals are urgently needed to shift the debate and government action for UNASUR to be any different.  

Representatives of Brazil’s national and regional indigenous organizations, and allied NGOs, will explore the 
causes and impacts of climate change.  The panelists will present their findings related to drivers of climate 
change, including industrial agriculture and mega-development projects.  Furthermore, they will outline their 
objectives and approaches for ensuring the vitality and longevity of the Brazilian Amazon.  

Together with Chair of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and other international indigenous leaders, 
this session will celebrate passage of the new UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, explain its 
contents, and how it is begin used by indigenous and non-indigenous allies.  The IFG will also release a report 
from the recent strategy session it organized on implementation, and strategies for applying UNDRIP in the World 
bank, WTO, UN climate talks, and other areas.

The Amazon Alliance encourages all organizations working in solidarity with Amazonian indigenous peoples to 
attend this strategy session on the development of the Amazon Forum.  The Amazon Forum, to be held in July, 
2009 in Manaus, Brazil, will provide a platform for generating a cohesive, international response to the serious 
threats facing Amazonia. The Amazon Forum will generate consensus among leaders of the indigenous and 
environmental movements on how to best confront climate change and mega-development projects, form an 
international action agenda for the future of Amazonia and its peoples and develop mechanisms to sustain and 
monitor implementation of the action agenda.

This highly participatory dialogue session with the leaders of the Amazonian movement will enable grassroots 
leaders from diverse social movements to identify common ground and compare strategies for activating global 
solidarity. 

Part I: Panel discussion 
- IIRSA Overview and 
Trends
Part II: Panel discussion 
- Case Studies 
Part III: Panel discussion 
– Policy Questions
 
Part 1- Strategic 
Currents and Proposals 

Part II – Skills Exchange 
Seminar and Interactive 
Space

Challenging IIRSA 
Mega-Projects for 
Regional Integration: 
Priorities, Strategies, 
Lessons Learned, and 
Alternative Visions of 
Integration 

Challenging IIRSA 
Mega-Projects for 
Regional Integration: 
Priorities, Strategies, 
Lessons Learned, and 
Alternative Visions of 
Integration 

www.amazonalliance.org


