WORLD SOCIAL FORUM: Resolution and a Plan of Action
By Alejandro Kirk

BELEM, Feb 2 (IPS) - The World Social Forum ended its ninth edition Sunday in Belém
with its ""Assembly of assemblies™ adopting dozens of resolutions and proposals to be the
subjects of a programme of mobilisations around the world in 2009.

The 21 thematic assemblies thus broke the apparent WSF taboo on taking common political
stands under pressure from thousands of civil society groups anxious to seize the opportunity
opened by the global economic crisis to progressive change.

A week of demonstrations and awareness raising will take place between Mar. 28 and Apr. 4 to
press for drastic change in the world's political balance and urgent measures to stop climate
change.

Key target of this initiative is the G-20 summit of industrial countries scheduled for Apr. 2 in
London, taking place in the midst of the deepening global economic crisis.

G-20 members Argentina and Brazil, both led by progressive governments, are expected to voice
WSF demands such as the disbanding or deep reform of the International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank and the World Trade Organization.

March 30, the Palestinian Day of Return to their land, is another important mark in the program,
aimed at imposing a trade boycott, international sanctions and disinvestment policies, to force
Israel to stop military assaults against Gaza and engage in true peace negotiations.

Under a light rain on a soaked lawn at Belém's vast Federal Amazonian Rural University
campus, a spokesman of the WSF's Assembly of Social Movements itemised some of the wider
programmatic contents of the mobilization:

- Nationalisation of banks;

- No reduction of salaries at enterprises hit by the crisis;

- Energy and food sovereignty for the poor;

- Withdrawal of foreign troops from Iraq and Afghanistan;

- Sovereignty and autonomy for indigenous peoples;

- Right to land, decent work, education and health for all;

- Democratisation of media and knowledge

On Oct. 12, anniversary of the day on which Spanish conquerors reached the Americas, another
worldwide set of actions will honoor "Mother Earth™ and vindicate the rights of indigenous



peoples around the world.

This is the closest the WSF has yet come to becoming a global political force, a dilemma it has
faced since its inception in the city of Porto Alegre, in southern Brazil, in January 2001 as a
counterpoint to the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

Foreign correspondents and local media have underlined the sharp contrast between the vibrant
atmosphere in Belém and the somber faces of corporate bosses and Western leaders in Davos,
where Britain's Prime Minister Gordon Brown went so far as to admit the crisis has no precedent
nor any reliable forecast.

The conservative newspaper Folha de Sao Paulo, in Brazil's financial capital, observed Sunday
that while the planet might not become the "extravagant™ other world dreamt of in Belém, neither
will it remain the current one, "so many times optimistically celebrated by Davos."

"As economic ultra-liberalism and current international decision-making mechanisms are both
being questioned. Issues so diverse as environmental imbalances, terrorism, drug-trafficking or
ethnic and religious regional conflicts overwhelm the intervention capacity of one single power
or the exclusive club of most developed countries,"” says Folha's editorial.

Candido Grzybowsky, head of iBase, a Brazilian NGO, and a key WSF player, has insisted that
on the one hand the crisis has proven -as tacitly admitted by Western governments- that the many
warnings issued by social movements over the years were right.

Yet, he warned this week in Belém, while this crisis represents a historical opportunity to
democratise states, economies and the international scene, if not seized it may lead to a capitalist
recovery "even worse" than the fundamentalist paradigm now in pieces.

While exposing different approaches to achieving social justice, equality and people's
participation, the presidents of Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Paraguay and VVenezuela, meeting in
Belém, shared this week the same persuasion: the crisis must lead to a different global set-up.

Brazil's Luiz Inacio da Silva Lula put the accent on protecting working people through regulation
and promoting heavy state economic investment, a statement the IMF would have reacted to with
threats not long ago.

President Rafael Correa of Ecuador, an economist, was bolder: the answer to the crisis is
socialism, he said, through people's control of political social and economic bodies, backed by a
state committed to become a decentralized channel for democratic participation.

Hugo Chéavez, of Venezuela, called for the WSF to go on the offensive now that the centers of
capitalist power seemed to be perplexed and disoriented.

To organizers, the ninth World Social Forum was both a political and organizational success.

At a closing press conference on Feb. 1, Grzybowsky told a press conference that 115,000 people



took part, representing social movements, NGOs or attending as individuals. On top of that, the
Youth Camp received 15,000 youngsters, plus 3,000 children and teenagers. In total, 133,000
people participated, coming from 142 countries, although Brazil was by far the best represented.

The Amazon basin was an important issue at the ninth WSF; the Forum was attended by 1,900
indigenous people of 190 ethnic groups and tribes, plus 1,400 "quilombolas™ (descendants of
runaway slaves).

Participant organisations numbered 5,808, of which 4,193 from South America, 489 from Africa,
491 from Europe, 334 from Central America, 155 from North America and 27 from Australia
and New Zealand, Grzybowsky said.

The Brazilian state of Para, an active supporter of the Forum, invested 11 million dollars in
infrastructure (roads, communications and sanitation), which will now benefit the community, in
particular the slums surrounding the university campuses, spokeswoman Ana Claudia Cardoso
said.

Despite having been dismissed many times by the media as a fading left-wing carnival of wild
dreams, sex and marijuana, with no political teeth, the WSF seems to be alive and well. Its
"teeth” may be the strength gained just by being together, or, in the words of Friar Betto, a
Brazilian theologian, by "refuelling™ for the year ahead.

It has been said that the next WSF will take place in Africa, two years from now. By then, it is
likely that present uncertainties, hopes and goals will have taken shape for better or for worse.

(END/2009)

FORO SOCIAL MUNDIAL: Las oportunidades de la crisis
Por Alejandro Kirk

BELEM, Brasil, 2 feb (IPS/TerraViva) - La novena edicion del Foro Social Mundial (FSM)
concluyé el domingo en esta septentrional ciudad brasilefia, con la aprobacién de docenas
de resoluciones y propuestas de movilizacion mundial para este afio.

El FSM rompid asi su reticencia a adoptar posiciones politicas comunes, un aparente tabu, por la
presion de miles de organizaciones de la sociedad civil deseosas de aprovechar la oportunidad de
cambios de corte progresista abierta por la crisis econémica mundial.

En la semana del 28 de marzo al 4 de abril se desarrollardn manifestaciones y acciones de
propaganda para exigir un cambio radical en el equilibrio global del poder politico, asi como
medidas urgentes para detener el cambio climatico.

La iniciativa apunta a presionar sobre la cumbre del Grupo de los 20 paises industrializados y
emergentes, convocada para el 2 de abril en Londres con la finalidad de considerar soluciones a
la crisis econdmica.



Se prevé que Argentina y Brasil, ambos con gobiernos progresistas, sean portavoces en la capital
britanica de las propuestas del FSM, como el desmantelamiento o la realizacion de profundas
reformas del Fondo Monetario Internacional (FMI), el Banco Mundial y la Organizacion
Mundial del Comercio (OMC).

Para el 30 de este mes, Dia de la Tierra Palestina, el FSM convoco actividades destinadas a
imponerle a Israel un boicot comercial y sanciones internacionales, asi como el retiro de
inversiones, con el objetivo de obligar a ese pais a poner fin a sus ataques contra la franja de
Gaza y a comprometerse en negociaciones de paz.

Bajo la llovizna que empapo el césped del campus de la Universidad Federal del Amazonas, un
portavoz de la Asamblea de Movimientos Sociales del FSM resumi6 algunas de las consignas
programaticas de las movilizaciones futuras:

-- Nacionalizacién de bancos; -- No reduccién de salarios en empresas golpeadas por la crisis; --
Energia y soberania alimentaria para los pobres; -- Retirada de tropas extranjeras de Iraq y
Afganistan; -- Soberania y autonomia para los pueblos indigenas; -- Derecho universal a la tierra,
al empleo decente, a la educacién y a la salud; -- Democratizacion de los medios de
comunicacion y del conocimiento.

El 12 de octubre, aniversario de la llegada de los conquistadores espafioles a América, se
realizara otra jornada de movilizaciones en reivindicacion de la Madre Tierra y de los derechos
de los pueblos indigenas de todo el mundo.

La plataformay las iniciativas aprobadas el domingo marcan lo mas cercano que ha estado el
FSM desde su creacion en enero de 2001 de convertirse en una fuerza politica global.

El foro se constituyd entonces en la meridional ciudad brasilefia de Porto Alegre, como
contracara del Foro Econémico Mundial que reune todos los afios a representantes de grandes
empresas y de gobiernos en el centro turistico suizo de Davos.

La prensa internacional y brasilefia reflejo el contraste entre la atmdsfera vibrante de Belem y las
caras largas de Davos, donde el primer ministro britdnico Gordon Brown llegd a admitir que la
crisis econémica en curso carece de precedentes y de prondstico certero.

El diario conservador Folha de S&o Paulo evalud el domingo que el planeta no se convertiria en
el "extravagante” mundo alternativo sofiado por los reunidos en Belém, pero que tampoco
seguiria siendo el actual "celebrado tantas veces con optimismo en Davos".

"Al igual que el ultraliberalismo econémico, también los actuales mecanismos internacionales de
toma de decisiones estan en cuestion. Asuntos tan diversos como los desequilibrios ambientales,
el terrorismo, el narcotrafico y los conflictos étnicos o religiosos superan la capacidad de
intervencion de una potencia o del club exclusivo de los paises mas desarrollados”, sostuvo el
periddico en su editorial.

Céandido Grzybowski, director de la organizacion no gubernamental brasilefia iBase y figura



clave en el proceso del FSM desde su inicio, insistid en que la gravedad de la crisis, aceptada por
el Norte industrializado, demuestra la seriedad de los pronosticos que a lo largo de muchos afios
ha formulado la sociedad civil.

La crisis, segun advirtié Grzybowski en Belém, representa una oportunidad historica para la
democratizacion de los estados, las economias y la escena internacional que, de no aprovecharse,
podria registrarse una recuperacion "aun peor" del capitalismo que el paradigma fundamentalista
hoy hecho aficos.

Los presidentes Evo Morales, de Bolivia, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, de Brasil, Rafael Correa, de
Ecuador, Fernando Lugo, de Paraguay, y Hugo Chavez, de Venezuela, compartieron la semana
pasada en Belém la misma percepcion: la crisis debe conducir a un escenario global diferente.

Lula puso en acento en la proteccion de los trabajadores mediante la regulacion y la promocién
de fuertes inversiones economicas desde el Estado, una propuesta que no hace mucho habria
dado origen a amenazas del FMI.

Correa, economista de profesion, fue aun mas audaz: segun él, la respuesta a la crisis es el
socialismo, implementado a través del control popular de los organismos politicos y econémicos,
y con el respaldo de un Estado que asuma el papel de canal descentralizado para la participacion
democraética.

Chévez llamé al FSM a ubicarse en la ofensiva ahora, cuando los centros del poder capitalista
parecen perplejos y desorientados.

Para los organizadores, esta novena edicion del FSM fue un exito tanto politico como
organizativo.

Grzybowski informé a la prensa el domingo, al cierre de la conferencia, que habian asistido
115.000 participantes en representacion de movimientos sociales y organizaciones no
gubernamentales o a titulo individual.

Ademas, el Campamento de la Juventud albergd a 15.000 adultos jévenes, a los que se sumaron
3.000 nifios, nifias y adolescentes.

A Belén se dirigieron 133.000 personas de 142 paises. El contingente de Brasil fue el mas
nutrido.

El principal punto de la agenda fue la cuenca del rio Amazonas. Con ese motivo, participaron
1.900 representantes de 190 comunidades indigenas, asi como 1.400 quilombolas (descendientes
de esclavos negros fugitivos).

Las organizaciones representadas fueron 5.808, de las cuales 4.193 procedian de América del
Sur, 489 de Africa, 491 de Europa, 334 de América Central, 155 de América del Norte, y 27 de
Australia y Nueva Zelandia, dijo Grzybowski.



El estado brasilefio de Para invirtio 11 millones de délares en infraestructura (carreteras,
comunicaciones y saneamiento) rumbo al FSM. Hoy, esas obras benefician a la comunidad, en
particular a los asentamientos alrededor del campus, dijo la portavoz Ana Claudia Cardoso.

Desacreditado tantas veces por los medios de comunicacion como un destefiido carnaval
izquierdista de suefios salvajes, sexo y marihuana y politicamente impotente, el FSM parece estar
vivito y coleando.

La décima edicion del foro podria celebrarse en Africa dentro de dos afios. Para ese entonces, las
incertidumbres, esperanzas y metas de hoy habran tomado forma y sentido, para bien o para mal.
(FIN/2009)

WORLD SOCIAL FORUM: "Wake Up, World!" - SOS from the Amazon
By Mario Osava

BELEM, Brazil, Jan 27 (IPS) - A human banner made up
of more than 1,000 people, seen and photographed from the
air, sent the message '"SOS Amazon'* to the world, in the
first action taken by indigenous people hours before the
opening in northern Brazil on Tuesday of the 2009 World
Social Forum (WSF).
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The mass message reflects "our concern about global warming, redit: Amazon Watch
whose impact we will be the first to feel, although we, the
peoples of the Amazon, have protected and cared for the forests,” Francisco Avelino Batista, an
Apurinén Indian from the Purus river valley in the Brazilian Amazon, told IPS.

"We are raising our voices as a wake-up call to the world, especially the rich countries that are
hastening its destruction,"” said Edmundo Omoré, a member of the Xavante indigenous
community from the west-central state of Mato Grosso on the border between the Amazon
region and the Cerrado, a vast savannah region in the centre of the country.

Both men belong to the Coordinating Committee of Indigenous Organisations of the Brazilian
Amazon (COIAB), which joined the Quito-based Coordinating Body of Indigenous
Organisations of the Amazon Basin (COICA) to create their "message from the heart of the
Amazon."

Nearly 1,300 indigenous people from about 50 countries, although mainly from Brazil, plan to
raise the issues of their rights as original peoples and environmental preservation at this year’s
edition of the WSF, which runs through Sunday in Belém, a city of 1.4 million people and the
northeastern gateway to the Amazon.

Indigenous people have participated in the WSF in previous years, but this time a much larger
presence was sought. The aim was for 2,000 to take part, but transport costs and financial



difficulties prevented many participants from coming from other countries and from remote areas
within Brazil itself.

In addition to indigenous groups, original peoples at the WSF include Quilombolas (members of
communities of Afro-Brazilian descendants of escaped slaves) and other native peoples.

The key location chosen for the WSF, and the various global crises that are occurring, have
created "a special moment" for original peoples to take a leading role, according to Roberto
Espinoza, an adviser to the Andean Coordination of Indigenous Organisations (CAQI).

"A crisis of civilisation" is under way, said Espinoza, who described the serious economic,
energy and food problems, as well as climate change, as part of the same phenomenon.

In this situation, indigenous people should have political participation as of right, not "as folklore
or as a merely cultural contribution," Espinoza, one of the coordinators of the indigenous
peoples’ presence at the WSF, told IPS.

The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, approved by the United Nations General
Assembly, is of paramount importance here, he said. It should not be seen as a "utopian”
document; rather, its provisions should be binding, like those of the International Labour
Organisation's Convention 169 on indigenous and tribal peoples.

Espinoza said he hoped this WSF would produce an agreement for global demonstrations similar
to those held in 2003 against the United States' invasion of Iraq.

This time around, the goal would be to mobilise "in defence of Mother Earth and against the
commercialisation of life," added to specific causes championed by each nation, such as the fight
against hydroelectric power stations in Brazil that flood vast areas of Amazon rainforest and
displace riverbank dwellers, he said.

The voices of indigenous people are bound to have a greater impact on environmental matters
when "the risk of catastrophic climate change in the near future and disputes over natural
resources are threatening the survival not only of indigenous peoples, but of humanity itself,"
Espinoza said.

Indigenous and environmental issues will be even more visible on Wednesday, which is to be
dedicated entirely to the Amazon region in an attempt to revitalise the PanAmazon Social
Forum, inactive since 2005.

Launching a campaign led by the peoples of the Amazon, who "want a society that values them
and understands the value that the land has for them," is a proposal for discussion at the WSF,
according to Miquelina Machado, a COIAB leader belonging to the Tukano ethnic group.

This is necessary for "a greater balance with nature,” at a time when Brazil's plans for economic
growth and the physical integration of South America are fuelling projects which have "strong
negative impacts on the Amazon and Andean regions," she told IPS.



"The hydroelectric dams flood the land and destroy biodiversity," she said, while lamenting the
fact that attempts to block the building of highways, that cause immense deforestation, have been
frustrated in the courts, "which have more power."

The presence at the WSF of presidents of Amazon region countries like Luiz Inécio Lula da
Silva of Brazil, Evo Morales of Bolivia, and Hugo Chavez of Venezuela, as well as Paraguayan
President Fernando Lugo, should increase the impact of the event, hopefully benefiting the
peoples of the Amazon, Machado concluded.

Indigenous peoples’ voices should be heard, because "we are the ones who were born and raised
in the middle of the forest, and who lead a lifestyle that contrasts with the ambition of capitalism,
which does not bring benefits to all,” said Omoré.

Furthermore, "we are the first to suffer the effects™ of climate change. Rich people can cool
themselves down with air conditioners and buy food in supermarkets, but "we depend on the fish
in the river and the animals in the forest, so we are concerned about the future that belongs to
everyone," added Batista. (END/2009)



Grito de corazon por la Amazonia

Mario Osava/lPS-TerraViva

Una pancarta formada por mas de 1.000 personas, que fotografiada desde el aire enviara al
mundo el mensaje ""'SOS Amazonia', constituye la primera accion de los indigenas horas
antes de inaugurarse este martes en el norte de Brasil una nueva edicién del Foro Social
Mundial (FSM).

El gesto multitudinario refleja
"nuestra preocupacion con el
recalentamiento de la Tierra,
cuyos impactos seremos los
primeros en sufrir, aunque
nosotros, los pueblos
amazonicos, hemos protegido y
cuidado los bosques", explicé a
IPS Francisco Avelino Batista,
un indigena apurinan, de la
cuenca del Rio Purus, en la
Amazonia brasilefia.

"Alzamos nuestra voz para
despertar el mundo,
especialmente los paises ricos que estimulan la destruccion”, acoté a su vez Edmundo Omoré, un
xavante del estado de Mato Grosso, en el centro-oeste de Brasil, en la frontera entre la Amazonia
y el Cerrado, la sabana que ocupa la region central del pais.

Ambos hacen parte de la Coordinacion de las Organizaciones Indigenas de la Amazonia
Brasilefia (Coiab), que junto con la Coordinadora de las Organizaciones Indigenas de la Cuenca
Amazonica (Coica), con sede en Quito, encabezan el llamado "Mensaje del corazén de la
Amazonia®”.

Casi 1.300 indigenas de unos 50 paises, la gran mayoria naturalmente de Brasil, se proponen
destacar en el debate sus derechos como pueblos originarios y la preservacion del ambiente, al
participar de esta novena edicion del FSM, que se extendera hasta el proximo domingo en
Belém, la ciudad de 1,4 millones de habitantes que es la puerta nororiental de entrada a la
Amazonia,

La participacién indigena tienen precedentes en el FSM, pero esta vez se buscd una presencia
mucho mayor a las anteriores. Al final llegaran unos de 2.000, pues dificultades financieras para
cubrir principalmente el transporte impidieron traer mas participantes de otros paises y de
lugares lejanos del propio Brasil.

Ademas de la ubicacion del FSM, las crisis que afronta el mundo crean "un momento especial”
para un protagonismo de los pueblos originarios, que ademas de los indigenas comprenden los
quilombolas (miembros de comunidades afrobrasilefias) y otras comunidades autdctonas, segin



Roberto Espinoza, asesor técnico de la Coordinacion Andina de Organizaciones Indigenas
(CAOI).

Se trata de "una crisis de civilizacion™, definié Espinoza, para luego indicar que los graves
problemas econdmicos, energéticos y alimentarios, asi como las amenazas climéticas, son partes
de un mismo asunto.

En tal situacion, los indigenas deben tener una participacion politica de hecho, no "como folclore
o factor cultural”, comenté a IPS es experto que es uno de los coordinadores de la presencia
indigena en el FSM.

En ese sentido tiene gran importancia la Declaracion de los Derechos de los Pueblos Indigenas,
aprobada por la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas, que no puede ser encarada como un
documento "lirico" y cuyas reglas deben pasar a ser obligatorias como las del Convenio 169 de la
Organizacion Internacional del Trabajo, sostuvo.

Su expectativa para este FSM es que de aqui surja un acuerdo de movilizacion, similar al que se
alcanzd en 2003 contra la invasion estadounidense a Irag.

Esta vez se pretende que sea en "defensa de la Madre Tierra y contra la mercantilizacion de la
vida", sumadas a causas especificas de cada pueblo, como la lucha contra represas
hidroeléctricas en Brasil, que inundan grandes extensiones de bosques amazdnicos y expulsan
pueblos riberefios.

Es natural que la voz de los pueblos originarios repercuta mas en cuestiones ambientales, ante "la
posibilidad de catastrofes climaticas cercanas” y las disputas por recursos naturales, que no
afectan s6lo a los indigenas sino la propia sobrevivencia de la humanidad, reconoci6 Espinoza.

Los temas indigenas y ambientales serdn mas visibles aun en las actividades de este miércoles,
ya que se previd que sea un dia dedicado a la Amazonia, como forma de revitalizar el Foro
Social Pan Amazénico, inactivo desde 2005.

Lanzar una campafa de los pueblos amazdnicos, que "quieren una sociedad que entienda su
valor y el que tiene la tierra para ellos", es una propuesta a discutir en el FSM, segun Miquelina
Machado, de la etnia tucano, dirigente de Coiab.

Eso es necesario para un "mayor equilibrio con la naturaleza", justo cuando los planes de
crecimiento econémico de Brasil y de integracion fisica sudamericana impulsan proyectos de
"fuertes impactos en la Amazonia y en (la region de la cordillera de) los Andes", indico a IPS.

"Las centrales hidroeléctricas inundan tierras y destruyen biodiversidad"”, advirtio, a modo de
ejemplo, lamentando que los intentos de trabar la construccion de carreteras que provocan gran
deforestacion se frustraron en estrados judiciales "que tiene mas poder".

La presencia anunciada de presidentes de paises amazonicos, como el brasilefio Luiz Inécio Lula
da Silva, el boliviano Evo Morales y el venezolano Hugo Chéavez, ademas del mandatario de



Paraguay, Fernando Lugo, debera ampliar la repercusion de este FSM, ojala en favor de los
pueblos amazonicos, concluyo.

La voz indigena debe ser oida porque "somos nosotros los que hemos nacido y crecido en medio
del bosque", con un modo de vida opuesto al de la "ambicion del capitalismo, que no beneficia a
todos", sostuvo el xavante Omore.

Ademas, "porgue somos los primeros en sufrir los impactos” del cambio climatico. Los ricos
pueden amenizar el calor con aparatos de aire acondicionado y comprar alimentos en los
supermercados, pero "nosotros dependemos de la pesca en los rios y de los animales del bosque,
y por eso nos preocupa el futuro que es de todos", acotd el apurinan Batista. (FIN/2009)

WORLD SOCIAL FORUM: Crisis as Opportunity for "Another World"
By Mario Osava

R10O DE JANEIRO, Jan 21 (IPS) - A World Social Forum (WSF) revitalised by a global
crisis that has awakened new interest in the proposition that ""another world is possible’ -
now perceived as either less utopian or more urgently needed - will take place from Jan. 27
to Feb. 1 in Belém, in northern Brazil.

With the economy in free-fall, a more concrete debate will occur in Belém on "the nature of the
crisis” and the model of development, according to Candido Grzybowski, the head of the
Brazilian Institute of Social and Economic Analyses (IBASE) and one of the original organisers
of the WSF.

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva's decision to attend the WSF in Belém on Jan. 29
and 30, instead of the World Economic Forum (WEF) meeting in Davos, Switzerland, reflects a
change in the alignment of forces.

This year’s edition of the WEF, which brings together the world's business, political and cultural
élite annually, will be held Jan. 28 to Feb. 1 under the theme "Shape the Post-Crisis World". The
WSF originated as a rival assembly, to protest the WEF’s policies and propose alternatives.

In January 2007, Lula chose to attend the WEF in Davos and skip the 7th WSF in Nairobi,
Kenya. It was a gravy-train time of strong global economic growth, soaring commaodity prices
and plentiful foreign investment in Brazil. The markets seemed to promise prosperity for all.

Now, given the economic, energy, environmental and food crises, the ideas of the WSF appear to
be more attractive and realistic.

The choice of Belém, the capital of Para state and the northeastern gateway to the Amazon
jungle region, as this year’s WSF venue, indicates emphasis on environmental and climate
issues, as well as social concerns, with the participation of poor and ethnically diverse
communities living in the world's greatest tropical forest and freshwater reserve.

The financial crisis that is causing generalised economic slowdown and, in Brazil and other



countries, recession, gives a new dimension to the 9th WSF this year. The World Social Forum
started in 2001 as an initiative "to counter the globalisation that is now in crisis,” Grzybowski
told IPS.

"A clearer agenda" on alternative development models should emerge from this meeting in
Belem, he predicted. Greater "convergence in the debates™ is likely, at a forum that has been
trying to overcome excessive fragmentation of ideas and actions for several years, he added.

Over 100,000 people are expected to participate in close to 2,600 activities in Belém, including
seminars, conferences, assemblies, cultural activities, marches and other forms of debate and
demonstrations, as well as parallel meetings for local authorities and at the Intercontinental
Youth Camp.

The forum is to end with a "Day of Alliances,” devoted to meetings of coalitions and networks to
decide on joint actions. This mechanism is intended to foment links between groups and
stimulate active partnerships, an area where little progress was made in previous forums,
Grzybowski said.

This year’s WSF is novel simply because it is taking place in the Amazon jungle region, where
environmental issues have global effects because it is the planet's largest reserve of tropical
forests, fresh water and biodiversity.

In addition, it will be an opportunity for the voices of indigenous people, quilombolas (Afro-
Brazilian communities descended from escaped slaves), riverside dwellers, small-scale extractors
of natural products like rubber and nuts, and other Amazon peoples to be raised and heard.

It will probably be the WSF that is best attended so far by grassroots activists and community
members, according to Grzybowski. IBASE studies found a majority of university graduates and
young people at previous forums.

Amazonian social movements and organisations want to play a "leading role," discussing local
models of development and alternatives, rather than just host the forum, Graca Costa, one of the
organisers of the WSF in Belém and the national adviser on gender issues for the non-
governmental Federation of Organisations for Social and Educational Assistance (FASE), told
IPS.

The voices of "original peoples,” like indigenous communities, will be important, as well as
critically questioning the hydroelectric power stations that have major social and environmental
impacts on the Amazon region, while the energy they produce goes to outside areas and does not
benefit the local population, she said.

The practices of Vale, a giant Brazilian mining company symbolising “the model we do not
want," will be called into question, she said. But it is a heavyweight in the national economy as
well as in Paré state, so a discussion on its renationalisation, advocated by several movements,
will be "very complex,"” she said.



The company, formerly known as Companhia Vale do Rio Doce, was privatised in 1997. It
exports vast quantities of iron ore, mined in Para, and supplies a large number of steelworks that
are accused of deforesting huge tracts of the eastern Amazon region and exploiting slave labour
to produce charcoal.

The WSF final assembly in Belém will debate actions to be taken against Vale, which is
expanding its aluminium production activities, and is planning to build a coal-fired
thermoelectric power station in Para to supply its energy requirements.

At Belém, efforts will also be made to reactivate the Pan Amazon Social Forum, which has been
dormant since its fourth meeting in 2005. Jan. 28 will be entirely devoted to the Amazon region
and its social movements and organisations. This will incorporate regional issues and processes
into the world meeting, said Salete Valesan Camba, a ubiquitous WSF organiser representing the
Paulo Freire Institute.

This year, the WSF will make more intensive use of the media in its so-called "expanded
Belém," a means of facilitating virtual participation for groups who are unable to be physically
present. The process will be "from outside in, and vice versa," sending out information on the
activities at Belém and receiving information about events happening all over the world, Valesan
said.

"There is no evidence that the economic crisis is affecting the number of activists coming to
Belém," she said. In her view, the crisis has discredited the World Economic Forum in Davos, so
this is "a propitious moment to put alternative proposals into practice."

However, the world has not yet changed, and civil society "is not yet strong enough to overcome
the problems caused by capitalism,” Valesan said. (END/2009)

La crisis revitaliza el Foro Social Mundial
Mario Osava/lPS-TerraViva

Un Foro Social Mundial (FSM) revitalizado por la crisis global, que despierta nueva
atencion a las propuestas de "otro mundo posible' haciéndolas menos utépicas 0 mas
necesarias, tendra su nueva edicion del 27 de enero a 1 de febrero en Belém, en el norte de
Brasil.

El sistema capitalista herido promovera en
Belém un debate més concreto sobre "el carcter
de la crisis" y el modelo de desarrollo, dice
% Candido Grzybowski, director del Instituto
Brasilefio de Analisis Sociales y Econdmicos
(Ibase), y uno de los primeros organizadores del
FSM.

La decision del presidente de Brasil, Luiz Inacio




Lula da Silva, de ir a Belém el 29 y 30 de este mes, en desmedro del Foro Econémico Mundial
de Davos, en Suiza, refleja un cambio en la correlacion.

En enero de 2007, Lula prefirid estar en Davos en lugar de la séptima edicion del FSM en
Nairobi. Era la época de las vacas gordas, fuerte crecimiento econémico mundial, precios de
materias primas en auge y también las inversiones extranjeras en Brasil. El capital prometia
prosperidad para todos.

Ahora, evidenciada la crisis econdmica, energética, ambiental y alimentaria, las ideas del FSM
parecen mas interesantes y viables.

La eleccion de Belém, la entrada nororiental de la Amazonia, hacia prever un énfasis en la
cuestion ambiental y climética, ademas de social, con la participacion de las poblaciones pobres
y diversificadas que viven en la mayor reserva forestal e hidrica de los tropicos.

La crisis financiera que esta generalizando la retraccion econdémica concede a esta novena
edicion del FSM una nueva dimension.

El Foro surgi6 en 2001 en una iniciativa "contra la globalizacién que ahora esta en crisis",
comento Grzybowski a IPS.

"Una agenda mas clara™ sobre alternativas de desarrollo debe surgir de ese encuentro en Belém,
anticipo. Eso significa mayor "convergencia en los debates" de un foro que hace afios intenta
superar la excesiva fragmentacion de ideas y actividades.

En Belém se espera la participacion de mas de 100.000 personas en cerca de 2.600 actividades,
entre seminarios, conferencias, asambleas, actos culturales, marchas y otras formas de debate y
manifestacion, ademas de reuniones paralelas, como las de autoridades locales y las del
Campamento Intercontinental de la Juventud.

Hasta el viernes de la semana pasada habia 90 mil participantes registrados, informé el Comité
Organizador.

El foro termina con el "Dia de las Alianzas", dedicado a asambleas de coaliciones y redes para
aprobar acciones conjuntas. Ese mecanismo pretende estimular aglutinaciones que avanzaron
poco en ediciones anteriores, reconocid el director de Ibase.

Esta edicion del FSM es novedosa por el simple hecho de realizarse en la Amazonia. Ademas de
la cuestion ambiental, de proyeccion global por tratarse de la mayor reserva de bosques
tropicales, agua dulce y biodiversidad, sera la oportunidad de dar voz a los indigenas, riberefios,
extractores y otros pueblos amazénicos.

Sera probablemente el encentro mas popular, en términos de presencia de comunidades de base,
segun Grzybowski, cuyo instituto identificé una mayoria de graduados universitarios y jovenes
en las ediciones anteriores.



Los movimientos y organizaciones sociales de la Amazonia quieren discutir modelos de
desarrollo y alternativas locales, como "protagonistas” y no solo anfitriones del foro, sefial6 a
IPS Graca Costa, Asesora Nacional de Género de la organizacion no gubernamental FASE y una
de las organizadoras del FSM en Belém.

En ese sentido serd importante la voz de los "pueblos originarios”, como los indigenas, y
cuestionar las centrales hidroeléctricas que provocan gran impacto ambiental y social en la
Amazonia, pero su energia va para fuera y no atiende a las poblaciones locales, agrego.

En tela de juicio estard una gran empresa brasilefia, la minera Vale, que simboliza "el modelo
gue no queremos", acotd. Pero su peso en la economia nacional y del estado de Pard, del que
Belém es la capital, hace "muy compleja” una discusion sobre su reestatizacion pretendida por
varios movimientos.

La firma Vale, privatizada en 1997 cuando se denominaba Vale do Rio Doce, exporta enormes
cantidades de mineral de hierro extraido del estado de Para y abastece muchas siderargicas
acusadas de provocar la deforestacion en la Amazonia oriental y de explotar el trabajo esclavo en
la produccion de carbén vegetal.

Una asamblea en el fin del FSM de Belém discutira acciones contra Vale, que ha expandido sus
actividades a la produccion de aluminio y como fuente de energia pretende construir una central
termoeléctrica a carbon mineral en Para.

En Belém se promovera también la reactivacion del Foro Social Pan Amazdénico, interrumpido
desde su cuarta edicion en 2005.

El dia 28 sera totalmente dedicado a la region, sus movimientos y organizaciones sociales. Es la
incorporacion de la temética y del proceso regional en el encuentro mundial, destacd Salete
Valesan Camba, organizadora omnipresente como representante del Instituto Paulo Freire.

Esta vez el FSM utilizard mas intensamente los medios de comunicacion en el llamado "Belém
expandido", un mecanismo de participacion virtual de los grupos que no podran concurrir a la
ciudad amazonica.

Sera un proceso "de afuera para dentro y viceversa”, con difusion de las actividades en Belémy
recepcion de informacion sobre eventos en curso en todo el mundo, explicd Valesan Camba.

"No hay sefiales de que la crisis econdmica esté afectando la presencia de activistas en Belem",
segun ella. En su opinion, la crisis desacredito a Davos y crea "un momento propicio para poner
en practica propuestas alternativas”, pero el mundo ain no cambi6 y la sociedad civil "no es aun
tan fuerte para superar los males del capitalismo™. (FIN/2009



