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Curtis S. Chin is a senior executive and public affairs & policy specialist with extensive experience working with corporations, not-for-profit organizations and the public sector in the Asia-Pacific region and elsewhere around the world.  With a particular focus on economic & trade issues, and the challenges facing international businesses and government in an increasingly global media and financial environment, Mr. Chin draws on a mix of public and private sector experience.

Over the last 20 years, Mr. Chin has worked in the Beijing, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Washington, D.C., and New York offices of Burson-Marsteller – one of the world’s largest public affairs consultancies.  He also served in the Administration of President George H.W. Bush as a special assistant to the U.S. Secretary of Commerce.  During the Administration of President George W. Bush, Mr. Chin served on the U.S. Department of State’s Advisory Committee on Cultural Diplomacy, under both U.S. Secretary of State Collin L. Powell and U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.

Most recently, Mr. Chin’s work since 2001 at Burson-Marsteller has encompassed providing counsel to multi-national businesses and other major institutions on a range of areas including: codes of conduct; compliance & integrity programs; issues of corporate governance, responsibility and transparency; stakeholder engagement and outreach; and public-private sector partnerships, among others, as the business community has increasingly sought to partner with the development community and other constituencies to address critical issues of shared concern.  

From 1995-2001, Mr. Chin was based in the Asia-Pacific region, assisting U.S. and other aviation, technology and consumer product companies, as well as non-governmental organizations, in Northeast, Southeast and South Asia.  There, client assignments took him to countries including: India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka; Japan, China and Korea; and Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.  Mr. Chin also served during that period as the firm's Market Leader, first in Beijing and then in Hong Kong, overseeing overall operations and experiencing first-hand the opportunities and challenges facing one of the world’s most dynamic economic regions.  In late-2001, Mr. Chin transferred back to the firm's New York's headquarters as a managing director in the firm's U.S. public affairs practice.  Mr. Chin also serves as the firm's first U.S.-based ambassador and liaison to select U.S. and European clients and team members throughout the Asia-Pacific region.  He reports to the firm’s chief executive officer.

Prior to his last posting to Asia, Mr. Chin had served in Burson-Marsteller's worldwide headquarters in New York as vice president and manager, client services.  There, Mr. Chin also served as a special assistant to Harold Burson, founder chairman of Burson-Marsteller.  Earlier, in Tokyo, Mr. Chin had provided communications support to U.S. companies in Japan while at the firm's Japanese joint venture, and in Washington, D.C., he had begun his career at Burson-Marsteller focusing on issue management assignments.

During the latter half of the Administration of President George H.W. Bush, Mr. Chin left Burson-Marsteller to provide support to U.S. Secretary of Commerce Barbara Hackman Franklin on issues confronting businesses, small and large, including the impact of trade restrictions and limited access to credit.  
He also assisted the Secretary with communications surrounding the monthly release of U.S. trade data and the revitalization of the Joint U.S.-China Commission on Commerce & Trade.  
During the Administration of President Ronald Reagan, Mr. Chin served as a domestic policy intern to Vice President Bush.  He also has interned with the White House Office of Management & Budget; U.S. State Department, Bureau of Politico-Military Affairs, Office of Public Diplomacy; and the U.S. House of Representatives, Select Committee on Aging.  He has served as a GOP member of an American Council of Young Political Leaders delegation to Poland and Hungary in 1991; was named a fellow of the Japan Society in 1989; and served as a teaching newspaper reporter with the Huntington Herald-Dispatch in West Virginia in 1985.

As the son of a career U.S. military officer assigned to posts around the world, Mr. Chin spent his youth in Arizona, Maryland and Virginia, as well as in Taiwan, Thailand and Korea.  Now based in New York, Mr. Chin remains a frequent traveler to Asia and a novice trekker, including treks in Bhutan and Nepal, journeys throughout rural Asia, and participation in volunteer projects in eastern Mongolia and lower Mustang, Nepal.  He is a board member of the Asian American Federation of New York, the leading Asian-American not-for-profit organization focused on building the capacity of NGOs serving the needs of the diverse Asian-American population in the nation’s largest metropolitan area.  He also is the author of a leading book in Japan on U.S. management schools.  

Mr. Chin is a graduate of the Yale School of Management with a Master’s in Public & Private Management, concentrating in finance; and of the Northwestern University Medill School of Journalism, with a department major in economics.  
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